[bookmark: _Int_WGzEn5Pu]Once upon a time, in the bright community of the West Tamar lived a girl named Millie. From an early age Millie dreamed of making a difference. Her heart was full of kindness, her mind was sharp, and her spirit was brave. She wanted to be a leader—someone who brought people together, spread kindness, and helped everyone around her. And that’s exactly what she set out to do.
[bookmark: _Int_HTSufrd5][bookmark: _Int_d9OScUTV]When Millie was only nine, she noticed that some kids did not have as much as others. She thought about how fortunate she was and wanted to share what she had, so with her money saved up she set out with around two hundred and fifty dollars to help those less fortunate. With everything from yummy snacks to dolls, to basketballs. When she finally handed over the donations, her heart swelled with pride, and she knew she’d taken her first step as a young leader.
[bookmark: _Int_c6Yptfwr]Millie’s journey as a leader continued when she turned eleven. One day, through the school captain which she truly aspired to be, she learned about the challenges children with cancer face, and it struck her deeply. She wanted to help in a big way, so she decided to take part in an event at Trevallyn Primary School called the Be Brave and Shave. Millie cut off 30 cm of her hair to raise money for the Children’s Cancer Council. Her friends and family supported her by raising money and spreading the word of the amazing event she was taking part in. The day she cut her hair was filled with cheers, and Millie raised a total of three thousand dollars to help children fighting cancer. With a brave heart and a big smile, Millie knew she was making a difference as a young leader in her community.
[bookmark: _Int_HN9fTlJl]When Millie turned twelve, her school, Trevallyn Primary, recognised her kindness and her leadership. She was elected as the school captain! The role she had dreamed of holding. In her new role, Millie organised school events, tournaments, and fun dress-up days, making sure every student had a voice and felt included.
[bookmark: _Int_wH4rA2N1]But Millie’s heart wasn’t just set on her school. She loved volunteering her time regularly on Saturday mornings at the local parkrun. She also loved soccer and decided to give back by coaching an Under-9 soccer team, the Mini Matildas. Millie taught them not only to kick the ball but also to be brave, work together, and never give up. She also became a referee, extending her knowledge of all the rules of the game so she could help other kids play fairly.
[bookmark: _Int_mqhJZ6Kf][bookmark: _Int_SrnBnQcn]That year, Millie’s hard work and dedication were celebrated. She won two awards for Outstanding Leadership in the Community, and her soccer club honoured her with a special award called the Tom Strickland Award for her incredible contributions to community soccer. Millie was overjoyed; she felt proud but also grateful for the support around her. She was learning that being a leader meant not just inspiring others, but also being inspired by them.
Now thirteen, Millie had just started at Riverside High School, where her leadership skills were already shining brightly. She joined the Grade 7 council and worked with her classmates to be part of events raising money for her school. Millie loved the feeling of working with others to make a difference, and she realised that her journey as a leader was only just beginning.
[bookmark: _Int_8EfHUSr1]And even though she was at a new school, she hadn’t forgotten about her soccer team, the Mini Matildas, who were now an Under-10 team. She continued to coach them, guiding them with the same enthusiasm and joy as she had before. Millie also took on more games as a referee, learning even more about the sport she loved while helping kids play fairly and safely.
[bookmark: _Int_d2OacJFK]As Millie looked back on all she had done, from donations in the “Be Brave and Shave” to coaching and refereeing, she felt grateful for the opportunity to make a difference. Millie knew that her journey as a leader would keep growing with her, wherever life took her. She had learned that leadership wasn’t about being the loudest or the tallest—it was about caring, giving, and always striving to make the world a little better.
And as she closed her eyes each night, she dreamed of the next step in her journey, ready to make an even bigger difference with her kind heart, brave spirit, and endless determination.
(Not) The End

